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that Buckingham had too readily believed vague reports about
the Government of Ireland. c I know of DO such measure as you
say we have adopted. I have never varied in my opinion as to
the impolicy of the conduct held in Ireland during the time of
Lord Kockingham's administration, nor do I believe that anyone
is disposed to repeat that conduct now. ... I certainly have
not, for one, consented, as you express it, to surrender Ireland
to the Duke of Portland and Lord Fitzwilliam, under the Govern-
ment of Mr. Ponsonby.' At the same time he does not see why
the Government should feel any particular interest in the exist-
ing system in Ireland, and he added some enigmatical words
which probably pointed to a great change in the constitutional
relation of the two countries, that was already in the minds of
the Ministers. c It has long appeared to me, and, I believe, to
you also, that to make the connection with Ireland permanently
useful to Great Britain, that connection must be strengthened by
a systematic plan of measures, well considered and steadily pur-
sued. Whether the present moment, or any other moment that
is in near prospect, would be favourable to such a plan, is another
and a more difficult question, but I am sure that every year that
is lost increases the hazard of our situation as with respect to
Ireland. ... I cannot conceive what other interest you or I
have, or ought to have, on that subject except that Ireland should
be so managed, if possible, as not to be an additional difficulty
in our way, when so many others are likely to occur.'l

It was not, however, till about the middle of October that the
storm burst. The Duke of Portland urged the immediate appoint-
ment of Pitzwilliam as a thing already arranged, and explanations
speedily ensued, which disclosed an entirely unexpected amount
of disagreement, and for more than a fortnight made it probable
that the coalition would fall to pieces.

The evidence concerning this quarrel is not very abundant or
very consistent, but the chief points at issue may, I think, be
ascertained with tolerable clearness. Pitt did not dispute that
Lord Fitzwilliam had been duly designated as the future Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland, but he maintained that Portland and
Pitzwilliam had exceeded their powers when they communicated
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